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SUBJECT Notes on Gurrent Situation 


C=2 1. HO Ghi Minh is interssted in the independence of Tonkin, Annan and Gechin 
Chine, He is not oppoged to a federation of all the states, including 
Cambodia i Laog and also possibly Slam and Burma, bub he ts not working 


actively for the federation now. Sis and Burmese have already expressed 
interest in the satablishmert of a federation, (Washington nota; See 

25X1A2g [NM for a statement by Wai Fridi that Siam hopes to establish the 
muceus of a Southeast Asia Federation with Laos and Cambodia, and does 
not intend te wait for Viet Nam. } 


c-6 2 Viet Nam currency is gaining in strength. At first it had the sams 

velue as French currency but now the ratio is 90 cents in Prench money 
+o $1.00 in Viet Nam money, The highest exchange wos 070 ta $1.00. 
Kt is easy te exchenge French mousy for Viet Namese moncy amd to buy 
From the Chinese, Giemase, etc. However, those with French monsy are 
suspected of collaboration and this has contributed to the increased 
value of Viet Nem currency, 


G6 3, ‘The French buried arms and gold when the Japanese cama into French Indo 
China, Much has been found, The Freneh killed the Amenites tho helped 
them bury it. They intended to return to reclaim it bat deserters from 

. the French Army revealed the hiding places, The Viet Nam Government. 
' gan buy arus in China, Siam and Burma and they are trying to buy from 
the Philippines. 


c-6 kh. French soldiere in Indo China are very susceptible to Lenties propa~ 
ganda and there have been some desertions aa a yastlt of this, Viet 
Wem propaganda lines stress the futility of fighting for the tro hundred 
families who rule France. 
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